In areas where vegetation cover is discontinuous, however, reflec- 
ce characteristics of the soil surface may be a complxcating factor 
estimating vegetative biomass. For example, it has been shown re- 
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peatedly that reflectance from a soil surface is influenced by the 
moisture content of the surface. Moreover, Mathews et al. (5) found 
that the reflectance from surface soil is also influenced by the amount 
of clay, silt and organic matter in the soil. 
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must be available to decision makers within seven to ten days after 





TABLE I. - COEFFICIENTS OF CORRELATION RELATING OPTICAL DENSITY VALUES 
OF POSITIVE TRANSPARENCIES FROM LANDSAT-1, BAND 5, TO VEGETATIVE BIO- 
MASS ON FIVE TEST SITES. 


















Biomass Production, kilograms per hectare 
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